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1 Engineers no longer generate GP for projects, only NFP. Check the latest Modern 
Era rules. 
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January 1767  
February Javan troops at Broome begin digging a new ring of 

fortifications around the city of Tempy�.  
March A Taika’no army of about 5,000 men marches into 

Tempy� from the east to bolster the defenses of the 
city. 

April A variety of Javan generals arrive to command the 
defense of Tempy�, though there is no sign of the 
enemy. The ring of defenses around the city is now 
quite deep, and filled with heavy bunkers, covered gun-
pits and all manner of traps and snares for the enemy. 

May The Javan captain Nadeau arrives in Pilbarra and 
attempts to convince the colonists there to abandon the 
province in the face of the Meteormen threat. As none 
of these ‘invaders’ have yet been seen in the province, 
he is roundly ignored. All this despite the presence of a 
large fleet offshore ready to take them away… 

June A strong force of Sakalavan riflemen (Javan allies 
from Madagascar) arrive in Pilbarra and now the 
settlers are rounded up at bayonet-point and forced, 
weeping and wailing, to board the fleet. It is a lengthy 
process, as no one wants to abandon their homes… 

July - August The evacuation of Pilbarra continues, with nearly 
everyone aboard the fleet. 

September The Javan fleet at Pilbarra continues to load settlers, 
hampered by the lack of a proper port to take them 
aboard. Hundreds perish in the surf as boats overturn, 
whole families are separated or lost, and the wailing of 
the refugees raises a mournful pall in the air. 

The Javan naturalist Ititu, attempting to emulate the 
success of a Borangi traveler a year previous, enters 
Great Sandy Desert from the east, on foot and alone. 
He is never seen again. 

October The Javan fleet at Pilbarra finally completes its cruel 
business and makes haste north, away from the threat 
of the Meteormen. 

November Sunda is destroyed by the Qing airship attack. 
December - 
January 1768 

A lot of rain. 

February A large Japanese fleet arrives at Na-iki in Nullarbor, 
takes on water, food and the latest mail, then leaves 
again. 

March Hosogawan general Hirokawa leads a 
reconnaissance force into Kwaranjdji. 

An Oroist bishop named Yamazi Shigo reaches 
Orantjugurr from the east with a small party of bearers. 
He seeks to emulate the success of Hasaki two years 
previous – and to secure a number of specimens of the 
peculiar vegetation now native to those parts. 
Unfortunately, he never returns to make a report… 

May The Javan refugee fleet arrives at Singhasari and the 
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multitude of homeless Pilbarran settlers are unloaded 
and directed to a huge camp outside the city, where 
they languish in the summer rain, pining for their rough-
hewn homes in the far south. 

Admiral St’ert learns that he is now Great Kahuna 
and the line of Wili has been brutally severed. 

June Hirokawa and his men enter Tanami. 
July Hirokawa and his men enter Orantjugurr. 
August A large Taika’no fleet arrives in Oanx, after making 

passage from Hawai’i to reinforce the garrison there. 
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Figure 1. Exarchate Airship Crew in Urmia 
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Figure 2. Prince Marcel of the Commonwealth in Battle 
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Figure 3. The Frankish Army in the Lang d'Oc 
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January 1767 Ice. 
February Snow. 
March Acting on an anonymous tip, Armand Lorento (a 

Islander agent working in Languedoc with the local 
authorities to root out cultic elements abandoned in the 
wake of the Spanish collapse) raided a Golden Dawn 
infestation in the countryside, capturing many 
conspirators and killed a round dozen. 

April Bernard de Gellone, the Duke of Narbonne, is 
gunned down by Frankish agents on the streets of his 
own city. All of southern France is thrown into panic by 
this cruel act, for every wit and dullard can tell this only 
presages war… mass arrests searching for more 
Frankish infiltrators do, however, turn up a clutch of 
Golden Dawn cultists among a community of retired 
Spanish officers living in the city. 

In Navarre, Bishop Manuel (leading a tiny force of 
600 horsemen) reclaims administration of the province 
from the Cruzaderos for the Bourbon cause. 

May Pope Benedict XIV arrives in Corunna by sea to bless 
the reformation of the Eastern Templars. 

Further north, Bishop Nunez marches a Papal army 
through Limousin on his way back to Nantes in Poitou – 
ignoring, for the moment, the pleas of the nobles of the 
province to stay and defend them against an imminent 
Frankish attack. 

June Attempts are made by Hussite agents against the 
other notables in the Lang d’Oc who support the 
Islanders. 

July Bishop Manuel and his Bourbon lancers enter 
Catalonia and Barcelona, intending to reclaim the 
province from the Cruzaderos. Unfortunately, a 
particular fervor had already gripped the province – 
news of a surviving heir to King Largo had circulated – 
and the Bourbon “traitors” were attacked by a mob. 
Manuel was wounded by a flung stone, and his men 
made haste to withdraw from the city. 

With the retreat of the Cruzaderos, Catalonia 
becomes independent. 

August Taking refuge in Navarre, the Bourbon commander 
Manuel grows sicker, takes with an infection, and dies. 

Marshal Gasquet’s army of 20,000 Franks invades 
Limousin from the north. At almost exactly the same 
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time, Prince Marcel’s Armee du Provence (another 
9,000 Franks plus 3,000 men of the Hussite Legion) 
strikes along the Mediterranean coast at the great port 
city of Narbonne from the east. 

The Catholic lords of the Lang d’Oc are in disarray. 
Frantic messages are dispatched in all directions, 
seeking help. 

September The Papal bishop-general Nunez learns of the 
Frankish invasion and rushes to get his army back into 
the field that he might intercept Marshal Gasquet in 
Limousin. 

The Frankish army, meanwhile, has been burning 
churches and shooting Catholic priests in the head as it 
rolls south towards Aquitaine… Nunez and his Papal 
troops – guided by local barons – catch up with the 
marauding Frenchmen at Bergerac on the Dordogne 
river. With enormous fervor and howling “Deus Vult!”, 
the 17,000 Papists crashed into the 21,000 Hussites 
and no quarter was asked or given on either side. 
Blessed with a more mobile army (and air superiority), 
Gasquet chose his ground well, negating the superiority 
of the Papal troops in drill, formation and fire discipline. 

In this, the French drew even and battle was met 
ferociously… a long day of charge and counter-charge, 
the field choked with smoke and the drifts of the dead 
followed… and Gasquet was driven off his position on a 
ridge overlooking the Dordogne bridge by the relentless 
advance of the Papal Guard. 

Withdrawing behind a screen of his cavalry, the 
Marshal retired north into Anjou to tend to his wounded 
and see to rallying his battered army. Behind him, he 
left Nunez’ army intact but bled terribly by a markedly 
pyrrhic victory. 

In the Languedoc, the Frankish advance is not 
immediately opposed. The diverse militias of 
Languedoc, Narbonne and Auvergne are rallying to one 
standard – that of the Islander general Giovanni Lucaio 
– but he does not intend to face the attack until he’s 
assembled sufficient forces. 

October Gasquet regroups his army in Anjou, but before he 
can resume the attack in Limousin the early snows have 
rendered the situation untenable. His men settle into 
winter quarters at Bourges. 

In Limousin, Nunez withdraws to the safety (and 
ready provisions and barracks) of the Papal fortress of 
Nantes. 

Prince Marcel and his Armee du Provence lay siege 
to the great port city of Narbonne. Within, the Islander 
ambassador Hasaran commands the defense (with 
Gellone’s death, the Duchy has taken direct control of 
the city). Marcel’s fleet blockades the port, while his 
zeppelins rain bombs on the town. Inland, Lucaio’s 
horsemen raid the Frankish supply trains and raise 
havoc among their camps. 

A confused three weeks follows … and then the rains 
of winter set in and no one can do anything but suffer. 

November Ice. 
December Snow and ice. 
January 1768 In a night-time ceremony, gently falling snow glowing 

with the light of thousands of torches and lamps, 
Longlance of the Cruzaderos is anointed Grand Master 
of the Knights of the Temple of Jerusalem by Pope 
Benedict himself. 

A vast crowd gathered in the Plaza de San Anton, 
filled with fiery zeal and great piety. Near every man 
and woman understood great darkness threatened the 
world and the Templars would stand against that peril – 
stand, aye, and cast it down as the Ice Lords had been 
cast down, and the Daemon Sultan hurled into the fiery 
pit! Longlance appeared on the steps of the cathedral to 
take their vows of obedience, which were rendered with 
mighty acclaim and distrinction. Among those who 
swore themselves to the Temple, as it happened, were 
the mayor of Tortosa and Duke Leopoldo of Aragon 
who arrived in secret, intending to bite their thumbs one 
more time at Ferdinand and the Bourbon pretenders. 

February Bitter, bitter weather. 

March The skies clear enough for the siege of Narbonne to 
resume in earnest and for Marshal Gasquet to take the 
field in Limousin once more. 

The Papal general Nunez also marches forth from 
Nantes and takes his time approaching Limousin, 
expecting for Gasquet to once more plunge south to 
conquer the province, allowing the Catholic army to 
swing in behind the Hussite force. 

But the Frenchman has marched his army swiftly 
west and is already in Poitou as Nunez’s columns tramp 
through the vineyards. The Papal force is caught by 
surprise at Lussac and a vicious brawl at pistol- and 
bayonet- point ensues. 

And the Papal army, boasting extraordinary morale, 
courage and near-incandescent piety soundly defeats a 
Frankish force three times it’s size – in part due to the 
congested nature of the struggle among the hedgerows 
and close-set fields – and even more from Nunez’ 
brilliant leadership on the field. 

Shattered, and with General Vichy dead, the French 
rout from Lussac, fleeing north, harried by Papal light 
horse which reaps a rich harvest from the broken 
Hussite regiments. 

At Narbonne, the siege has become a hellish 
struggle on land and sea and air – Prince Marcel is 
hard-pressed to deal with an Islander fleet at sea, with 
Lucaio’s raiders inland and the guns of the city itself. 
Mindful of his father’s temper and the honor of the 
Commonwealth, however, he soldiers on… 

In the south of Spain, where the weather has already 
cleared, a Carthaginian army of 17,000 men suddenly 
issues forth from the mighty fortress of Gibraltar and 
invades Andalusia. As the Cruzadero armies have 
withdrawn to Corunna for the reformation of the 
Templars, there is no one to stop the attack. 

April Gasquet stumbles into Bourges with the remains of a 
demoralized and thoughly-beaten army. Undaunted, 
however, the Marshal immediately rallies the remnants 
and fortifies the city against an expected Popish 
counter-attack. 

The rumor of Largo’s heir is now common currency 
throughout all of Spain, particularly in the eastern 
provinces, where news circulates that the girl had been 
hidden in South America and had now come of age. 

“La Reina, la reina!” Chanted the faithful in the 
streets. Everyone hoped for a saintly queen to restore 
peace and unity throughout the land and repel the 
Hussites invading from north and south alike. 

At Narbonne, Prince Marcel’s 12,000 Franks are 
locked in a death-struggle with the 10,000 Islanders and 
Occitans and the tide of the siege is running against 
them… disease plagues his camps, his fleet (under the 
timid command of Admiral Bodreaux) has been 
hammered by the swarm of Islander frigates, and the 
walls of the city have simply failed to yield. 

Disgusted to learn of Gasquet’s defeat in Poitou, the 
prince abandons the siege. 

May Prince Marcel’s army retreats (still harried by Lucaio’s 
Languedocene and Auvergnais lancers) back to 
Provence, battered and stricken with heavy casualties. 

Spain itself, for once, is quiet. Longlance has too 
much to do with the organization of the Templars and 
the Bourbons are stripped of anything like power or the 
ability to affect events. 

All they can do is eye the Islanders in Narbonne and 
wonder if they will march on Cimmura. 

Seville surrenders to Colonel Harko’s Carthaginian 
army without a shot. Even the normally restive students 
at the Universidad de Seville are subdued. 

June Nunez and his Papal army arrive in Languedoc, 
seeking to raise the siege of Narbonne. They find the 
Islander army celebrating the retreat of the perfidious 
French. Nunez, Lucaio, Hasaran and the noble Baron 
Anton de Valle-Chir of Auvergne consult and decide to 
secure their lines of communication while the Franks 
are licking their wounds. 

Harko’s Carthaginians advance into Granada. 



Lords of the Earth, Campaign One, Turn 219 Page 17 of 27 

July The Islander-Papal army moves into Aquitaine, where 
intense negotiations are undertaken with the duke. In 
Cimmura, King Ferdinand takes to hiding under his bed 
and drinking heavily from a flask. 

The Franks have regrouped their armies, but are now 
entirely wary of crossing sabers with either the ferocious 
Papal army or the Islanders. Both commanders report 
to Paris that they will stand on defense in Provence and 
Anjou, respectively, in the event of a Catholic counter-
attack. 

The Carthaginians crush the Granadan militia, 
capturing the province. 

August The city of Cortez, defenseless, surrenders to the 
Carthaginian army in the south. 

September - 
December 

Winter arrives while everyone is still mooching about, 
trying to figure some advantage. 
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Figure 4. A Nörsktek Factory in Morocco 
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Figure 5. Santa Barbara of the Guns 
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January 1767 Not quite so hot. 
February Almost pleasant. 
March A very large Swedish fleet arrives at Alexandria, 

crammed to the gunnels with refugees bound for 
Russia, and delivers a fresh squadron of zeppelins to 
the Swedish Afriqa Corps. 

General Suvorov arrives at the same time, have sped 
down the Nile with his remaining airships. His battered 
command is handed off to General Yellowhawk – a 
letter from Riga is given in return, containing a short, 
rather rude note from the Tsar: “Good work, you are 
now Marsk, do not fail me again.” And then Suvorov is 
rushed aboard a post cutter, which then puts on all 
possible sail for the west. 

South of the Sahara, Mixtec scouting parties fan out 
into Soro, watching for the vanguard of an Invader army 
heading southwest… among them, Lady Two-Rain 
leads the most advanced party, which consists of only 
herself, an askari and a porter named Jojo. Within two 
weeks, she learns that something “horrible” is 
happening in Darounga… 

April After unloading, and taking command of twelve 
steamships and their attendant coaling vessels, Admiral 
Bornovsky sets sail for Russia. Quite a number of 
young Swedish lasses disappear from the refugee ships 
while in the exciting, cosmopolitan city. The Fleet has 
no time to look for them, however. 

In the south, Lady Xochiquetzal of Mixtec rides into 
the Kreda with 800 horsemen to bespeak the chieftains 
of the wandering tribes endemic to those areas. The 
Mixtec emperor greatly desires an alliance with the 
fierce horsemen against the Invaders. 

General Kieta and the main Mixtec army march into 
Soro, where Six-Leopard takes command of 30,000 
men (many of them engineers) and begins preparing a 
defense in depth of the line of attack into the Empire. 

May Suvorov – very ill from the rough sea voyage – 
arrives in Tobruq and is taken to a secret desert 
encampment south of the city (in the highlands of 

Marmarica) where a large Arfen airfleet was gathering. 
A large crate accompanies the Marsk, guarded by an 
eerie-looking troop of engineers dressed in diving suits 
fitted with long air-hoses. 

June Kieta and the rest of his Mixtecs swing north, into 
Njimi, where troops are delivered to the Scarred Lord 
for a forward defense of that barren province. 

In Kreda, Xochiquetzal’s deliberations with the local 
chieftains are interrupted by the appearance of a vast 
cloud of dust on the southern horizon – and within days, 
the panicked appearance of nearly a hundred thousand 
terrified nomads, all fleeing up from the south. 

Riding ahead of the mass migration of humanity are 
some Daroungan horsemen, who relate a grim tale of 
entire peoples being driven like cattle by “the hellbats” 
who stalk the upper air. 

Xochiquetzal and her party abandon the region with 
all speed, riding hard for Soro and the nearest Mixtec 
outpost. Behind them, the Kreda chieftains attempt to 
turn the mob west… 

July The Exarchate squadron commanded by Prince 
Sigurd arrives in Alexandria. The ships are then turned 
over to Admiral Vasa (who had sailed up from the 
outpost at Asir on the coast of Araby), and then Sigurd 
heads back home. 

General Teukolsky (another damnable Swede) 
arrives in Alexandria to take overall command of the 
defense of the city. 

The efforts of the Kreda to turn the tide of the 
migration fail – their guiding parties perish, wrapped in 
flame, and then the horror overtakes them as well – and 
the entire mass of humanity stumbles north into 
Salamat. 

August With Teukolsky entrusted with defending Alexandria 
itself, Yellowhawk and his air/sea force blockades the 
lower Nile, standing watch on the Mansura Canal and 
the constant flood of mercantile shipping passing 
through the seaway. 

The Mixtec general Kieta and his “raiding force” 
attack into Batha, which they discover is well infested 
with the loathsome maroon weed… efforts are made to 
burn out the infestations, with varying success. 

And then, the huge migration of nomads is spilling 
across the plains and valleys like a living sea. Kieta’s 
scouts race south, attempting to divine the damnable 
mechanism causing such fear. 

The General, however, knows only too well what is 
likely coming up from the south. And such an 
opportunity is likely never to come again. He orders his 
men to immediately dig in directly in the line of march of 
the frenzied mob and to cover their guns… 

Bey Senghor is given command of the artillery, which 
include a sizeable number of the largest made by 
Mixtec hands, and they lie in wait… Kieta himself 
commands the rest of the army, which falls back trying 
to stop the vast mass of frightened nomads with rifle 
and saber… and the hellbats sweep up from the south, 
harrying the stragglers along and see the migration 
stalled and swirling, confused, and beyond that the lines 
of the Mixtec army, banners flying, sun shining from 
their bayonets, a rock of steel upon which the mob is 
breaking, spilling aside like brown and tan ink. 

Four of the hellish things hiss through the bright sky, 
each surmounted by a writhing, searching metallic stem 
surmounted by a blazing greenish eye – there is a 
brilliant flare – the heat ray speaks – and the ranks of 
the Mixtec army erupt in flame, entire regiments 
incinerated in a single breath. 

“All batteries – FIRE!” Senghor roars and three 
hundred and fifty guns belch flame, the hammering roar 
of their barrage thundering across the plain. At the 
same moment, seeing the rippling flashes of the guns, 
Kieta lifts his saber, whirling the bright metal around his 
head. 

“CHAAAARGE!” 
Twenty thousand Mixtec lancers surge up over the 

ridge, riding into the gaping maw of hell at a gallop, 
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carbines and pistols cracking, hurling themselves into 
certain death, just to gain the battery a second more of 
life, another salvo into the underbellies of the hellbats 
swooping in the upper air. 

Behind them, the nomads scatter in all directions, and 
the Mixtec infantry gives way, breaking ranks by 
company and battalion, racing west at double-time, 
mixed in among the vast dust cloud raised by the 
fleeing nomads. 

The centermost of the four hellbats staggers, 
slammed by three hundred high-explosive shells, slews 
to one side… plunges sickeningly into a nearby mesa 
and blows apart in an blue-white actinic flare. The other 
three hellbats to shriek away at high speed. A ragged 
cheer rises from the batteries. 

Then the hellbats swung round, keeping quite a 
distance, and systematically incinerate the remainder of 
Senghor’s battery and the cavalry still galloping across 
the desert floor. 

From six miles away, crouched behind a rock, Kieta 
watched the slaughter unfold, keen eyes fixed on the 
swooping, darting black shapes and the inferno blazing 
below. “Like shrikes they are,” he muttered, “but we got 
one of the bastards.” 

September A Danish aerocommando led by Zuckertort lands 
among the dunes in Ayn-al-Ghazal and four hundred 
Dust Rangers slip south, intending to investigate the 
rumored “Invader city” at the center of the province. 

The herded nomads pass into Bourkou – suffering 
now, for there is little graze left, only the poisonous red 
weed… Kieta and the remainder of the Mixtec army 
march warily back into Njimi, footsore and lacking any 
kind of baggage train at all. 

Zuckertort and his commandos have only crept ten or 
fifteen miles through the crimson and maroon fields 
which now carpet the once-sandy valleys of Ayn-al-
Ghazal when a queer buzzing sensation begins to prick 
at his brain. “Plugs!” He hisses, immediately jamming 
wax into each ear. The other commandos do the same 
– but within the hour over half their number have turned 
upon them – eyes mad and inhuman. But Zuckertort is 
not among those who fall prey to the invidious influence. 
A fierce, soundless battle follows among the rows of 
usa saplings as human fights human… to the death. 

Zuckertort wrenches a bloody dagger from the throat 
of his first sergeant and stares grimly around. Of his 
four hundred men, perhaps only eighty remain alive and 
sane. “Fall back,” he whispers hoarsely (the sergant’s 
fingers had left black bruises on his throat) and the 
survivors jog away through the low trees. 

They have reached a range of jagged hills at the 
edge of cultivation when one of the commandos in the 
rear guard whistles wildly (and the common loon is not 
found in these lands) and Zuckertort turns – and stops 
dead, eyes wide in wonder and horror alike, 

A troop of cavalry is spurring up the slope towards his 
men, their lines pirouetting as swiftly and cleanly as the 
Emperor’s Guard on parade, but these cannot be called 
horses – not with such huge, lean beasts blessed with 
six monstrously powerful legs spurting forward, sand 
kicking away in plumes – nor can their riders be men, 
not when they are two heads taller than Zuckertort 
himself and like their fang-mouthed mounts boast two 
sets of arms and one of legs and more… are a dusky 
olive-green in skin and flesh. 

“Line! Form a line!” The Danes turn, load, fire – and 
then the enemy is upon them, great pistols roaring, 
sabers slashing down, and a bloody melee on a dusty 
hillside sees the Dust Rangers go down bravely, 
Zuckertort among them, fighting to the last with dagger, 
pistol and shotgun. 

The “green men” gather the fallen Danes, doing them 
honor by draining their water, and then gather up the 
few trinkets of interest – coins, the signature dust-
masks of the Ranger, some printed matter – and 
discard the rest (guns, bladed weapons) as dross. Then 
they ride away in a column of twos, their own snake-

banners snapping smartly in the breeze. 
Across the valley, among the jagged ridgetops, an 

Arfen scout gently eases back from his vantage point 
and then pads off through a rocky canyon, entirely 
shrouded in a dusty tan cloak. Several miles away, the 
rest of his reconissance unit is waiting, hidden in a 
cave. 

“Those blubber-fat Danes bought it,” the Inuto reports 
to his commander, a lean and withered-looking 
Japanese. 

“And the patrol?” 
“Gone back to the city to feast on some nice rich fatty 

meat, I expect.” The Inuto grins, showing a mouth filled 
with needle-point teeth. 

The officer nods, concealing a deep and bitter anger 
at the recklessness of the Danish incursion. He consults 
his watch. Still two months to go, he thinks, wondering if 
he should have the signals team raise the heliograph 
hoist and flash a no-go signal back along the line of 
outposts stretching across the vastness of the Sahara 
to the Mediterranean. 

“We will keep watching,” the Japanese says, settling 
in to wait. 

October After bidding farewell to the ladies of Alexandria, 
Prince Sigurd Vilhuna and his “desert rats” traverse the 
wastes of El-Wahat, heading for Bir Tarfawi. 

November A passel of archaic, leaky boats arrive at Alexandria 
and unload four hundred drunken Cossacks with 
enormous fur hats. After getting lost in the city, having a 
dust-up with the police and rescuing a dozen Swedish 
girls from captivity in a Hussite nunnery, the 
Baklovakian Expeditionary Force hires a pleasure barge 
(the Cleopatra) and sets sail up the Nile. 

In Ayn-al-Ghazal, the remaining hellbats sweep over 
another Arfen watch-post, driving the seemingly 
limitless numbers of the nomads before them and into 
the deadly city beyond the mountains. 

December A large Nörsktrad fleet offloads five massive cannon 
– quite the largest that anyone has ever seen – 
intended for the defense of lower Egypt. 

Yet another Swedish squadron arrives at Alexandria, 
this one under the command of General Hogendorf – 
who delivers gun crews for the massive Mjolnir guns a 
veritable army of Norsktrad construction crews have 
been putting into place around the city. This force is 
accompanied by a Polish Aeroforce squadron of four 
zeppelins. 

The Arfen watch-team on the northern edge of Ayn-
al-Ghazal looks up in wary amazement as eighteen 
enormous zeppelins drift up a steep-sided desert valley 
in the moonlight. Both the Japanese officer and the 
Inuto scout are relieved to see that all of the airships are 
“special branch” Arfen craft, their motors muffled, every 
reflective surface dulled, the vast airframes painted a 
blotchy tan/white/blue. 

Then their eyes narrow in puzzlement to see a short, 
stooped figure with a two-sizes-too-large jacket hop 
down onto the sand and look about with wide-eyed 
interest. 

“A Swede,” the Japanese grunts, disappointed. 
Then Prince Cassatengo steps out of the gondola 

and both Arfen bow deeply. 
“This is Suvorov,” the Iroquois says in a carefully 

neutral tone of voice, “he is in command now.” 
“Of course, my lord,” says the Japanese, 

unimpressed by the gnome-like appearance of the 
Russian, who is wandering about, poking and prodding 
at the heavy canvas drapes covering the entrance of 
the cave. 

“Get on then,” Suvorov rasps in a croaking kind of 
voice, waving at Cassatengo. He brandishes a silver 
watch, grinning foolishly. “We’ll be waiting.” 

Cassatengo nods – starts to say something – then 
holds his peace. Within moments, all of the airships 
have turned and are gently gliding away north again, 
carefully keeping their massive silhouettes down behind 
the cover of the ridgetop. Behind them, hundreds of 
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Arfen aerocommandos are hoisting their packs and 
rolling clever little recoilless rifles into the cover of the 
cave mouths. 

The Japanese grimaces at the little Russian, who 
barely comes up to his shoulder. “My… lord?” 

“Are your men fit?” Suvorov asks, suddenly serious. 
“Can they run strongly in this sand?” 

The Japanese nods, nonplussed. 
“Good.” The Russian lifts his ugly face to the stars, 

sniffing the air. “We have two weeks to be within an 
hour’s fast march of this city.” 

“What?” The Japanese hisses in surprise. “The city of 
domes is two hundred miles south of here!” 

“Then we set out as quickly as the men can be fed.” 
January 1768 Suvorov lies in the lee of a brittle volcanic crag, 

studiously keeping his attention away from the 
sprawling city of magenta domes and spires and thick 
stands of fleshy, limbed trees sitting in the valley below. 
One of the Arfen soldiers squats just below him, face 
wrapped in a heavy kaif to keep blowing sand and grit 
out of his eyes. A season of fierce, intermittent winds is 
upon the desert, plowing up great anvils of dust from 
the east. 

“It comes,” whispers the Arfen sergeant, though no 
sign of an Invader has been reported by the Russian’s 
cordon of scouts. The attention of the inhabitants of the 
unnatural city seems focused entirely upon the endless, 
fetid camp of camels, horses, women, children and men 
now surrounding the loathsome metropolis. 

Enormous tripod-like machines move constantly 
through the streets, going about their unknowable 
business; smaller ones (only twenty feet or so high) 
stalk ceaselessly around the fringe of the valley – 
though they do not venture up among the sharp-edged 
peaks where Suvorov rests so patiently. 

He is waiting for the wind to rise. 
The Arfen soldier turns his head, watching the 

eastern horizon. Moments pass. Suvorov wets his lips 
from a flask, and then sees the man stiffen. Without 
waiting for a hissed warning, he rises up, taking a hand 
mirror from the pocket of his ratty, stained jacket. He 
fixes his gaze, lank brown hair obscuring his eyes, on a 
helmet-shaped peak on the far side of the Weed-
infested valley. 

Three times he flashes the mirror before settling 
back, feeling the air stir around him as though the 
breath of God was moving upon the face of the Earth. 

There is an answering flash. 
The Russian raises his face to the sky – a pale, pale 

blue verging into white – and squints, finally making out 
a bare fleck of azure. 

“Pass the word to prepare.” He says to the soldier. 
Exactly fifty-five minutes later, eight Arfen zeppelins 

burst over the far wall of the valley, engines howling at 
maximum speed, sending the blue-white airships racing 
over the nomad camps with a shriek. The tripods swing 
round, deadly heat-rays flaring alight – one of the 
airships ripples end to end with a brilliant flare and 
bursts into flame – and then crashes into the war-
machine with a thunder of secondary explosions. 
Smoke billows out of the wreckage, and the tripod – 
slammed into the wall of the city – topples sideways, 
heat-ray still burning bright as the sun. A long searing 
blast rips across the camps, sending thousands fleeing 
while hundreds are instantly burned to ash. 

The other seven airships roar over the spires and 
towers of the city, bombs raining from their underbellies, 
guns hammering from every firing port. Explosions rip 
across the domes, shatter the porticoes of the arena, 
stagger the huge many-armed men rushing out of the 
barracks. Everywhere there is chaos and clamor; and 
then the guns of the city begin to fire. 

The green men raise long jezail-like rifles which spurt 
flame, and the rear galleries of the two lead zeppelins – 
picking up speed as the last of their bombs rain down 
upon the buildings below – explode with shrapnel, 
crewmen flung about like dolls as the rifle bullets tear 

lengthways through the airship. Instants later, both 
airships are afire and slam into the girdling wall of 
rugged mountains. 

The other zeppelins scatter from the middle of the city 
like a flock of quail bursting from cover; their monstrous, 
double-propped engines straining almost to the bursting 
point, their crews rolling the last of the huge bombs 
down the guiderails to the hatches… columns of smoke 
boil up from the buildings, making a violent spiderweb. 

Below the ridge, Suvorov’s men are running downhill 
with all speed, faces doubly-wrapped in cloth, every 
man with a gas mask bouncing on his shoulder, 
carbines and repeating rifles in hand. More than two 
miles separate them from the nearest wall of the city, 
but Suvorov is right there with them, running through 
heavy sand, leaping rocks, scrambling down the sides 
of dry wadi and then up again… 

The last of the attacking zeppelins explodes out over 
the reddish fields and crashes to earth, burning furiously 
as three of the smaller machines converge upon it, 
metallic tentacles reaching down to seize men 
struggling in the wreckage and crushing them to pulp. 

The azure fleck high in the sky has grown vastly 
larger, a specially-modified Kestrel-class heavy cargo 
zeppelin plunging towards earth, frost burning away 
from metallic skin – so swift is its approach, and so busy 
are the Invader machines with hunting down the last of 
the Arfen aeropilots in their ruined machines – that none 
in the dire city catch sight of the airship until it is too 
late. 

The Reshep banks hard, going to superheat on the 
main gas cells, propellers wailing in reverse, and the 
lower bomb-bay springs open. A rusted black cylinder 
tears free of its restraints, crushing the engineers 
struggling to release the device and flies free from the 
airship. The cylinder crashes to earth, landing at the 
intersection of two boulevards lined with tendril-trees, 
shattering the reddish tile paving stones and bursts 
open. 

A cloud of blackish-gray spores billow out into the 
street. 

A mile short of the city, Suvorov sees the Reshep 
swing wide from the city, metallic skin already burning 
white hot where dozes of heat rays have converged 
upon the airship. The transport does not even last sixty 
breaths, exploding over the arena in a blue-white ball of 
flame. 

“Down,” the Russian barks, and the raiding party 
goes to ground in the fields, each man fixing his gas-
mask snug and testing the seals of his gloves, waxed 
trousers and overcoats. 

Suvorov waits, lying on his back, humming a quiet 
tune, eyes half-lidded, watching the eastern ridges. 

In the city, the rising wind gusts and eddies, spinning 
clouds of gray-black death through broken windows, 
shattered domes and streets filled with panicky, startled 
humans and Invaders alike. The Contaigon claims them 
all – green, red and brown – without qualm or 
preference. The cruel minds hidden within the machines 
turn their own weapons upon the city, wreaking even 
greater devastation in an attempt to stop the spread of 
the ghastly death. 

Four hours after the Russian made his first signal, the 
eastern sky blots out black as a howling wall of wind, 
dust and gravel boils over the ridge, born on the winds 
of the Khamseen, the “Devil’s Wind”. 

“Up!” Suvorov bellows, putting his back to the wind 
and a pistol in either hand, “Forrrrwaaaard!” 

The Arfen soldiers jog forward, visibility down to mere 
meters, and the plague dust is swept away before them, 
a wall of living death… 

February Suvorov and his men, having lost most of their 
zeppelins in the raid, toil northward to the secondary 
rendezvous, backs heavy with captured gear. 

March Having made a successful, though grueling foray 
south into Bir Tarfawi, Prince Sigurd and his very very 
tan soldiers head back north into El-Wahat. 
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Suvorov and his men reach the backup zeppelins, get 
a drink of water, and are airlifted out of Afriqa. 

Hellbats attack Addis-Adaba in Shoa, reducing the 
town to burning ruins, filled with charred corpses and 
the unending wail of the living. 

April Hogendorf, having provided Teukolsky’s guns with 
crews, now takes command of a small Swedish force 
patrolling the desert frontier with El-Wahat. 

May Lieutenant Aderbal, commanding a sizeable fleet of 
steamships (some with only skeleton crews, having just 
made their maiden voyage from Morocco) arrive at 
Alexandria. Another five massive Mjolnir-class guns are 
unloaded. 

The hellbats attack Mt’suia on the Ethiopian coast, 
wreaking terrible devastation and slaughter. 

June The Carthaginian army wrestles the new super-heavy 
artillery into place around Alexandria, which is now 
defended by an ever-increasing number of soldiers from 
many nations, an ever-expanding number of trenches 
and revetments, and massive gun-bunkers. Surveyors 
criss-cross the countryside for miles south of Lake 
Mareotis and along the Nile, making the most detailed 
maps yet produced by man. 

Continuing to carve a swathe of utter devastation 
along the Red Sea coast, the hellbats destroy Gozer in 
Suakin, turning the city into a funeral pyre six miles 
high… 

July Prince Sigurd and his men return to Alexandria, 
having found nothing but endless dunes and sun-baked 
rocks, rather thirsty and filled with an irreversible desire 
never to see even so much as a single grain of sand 
ever again. 

August  The Ethiopian president Josiah Draume huddles in 
his capital at Soba, fearing that the wrath of the gods 
will soon annihilate that city as well… 

September By all reports, the hellbats have returned to their lair. 
October Much to everyone’s surprise (including Colonel 

Adenauer, who was suffering from the tremors after 
they’d run out of even fermented camel piss) the 
Baklovakian Expeditionary Force (four hundred of the 
unluckiest troopers the Komarno Light Horse had ever 
sworn into its ancient and noble ranks) stumble out of 
the desert into Ayn-Al-Ghazal. 

Unfortunately – thanks to the Arfen attack – the 
inhabitants of that place were extremely alert and 
violently opposed to any and all visitors… 

November Gets a mite cooler. 
December The Carthaginian heavy guns at Alexandria are finally 

in service and fully crewed. 
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January – 
April 1767 

By the end of April, the Sud Afriqan fleet at New 
Marseilles has loaded the entire population of the city, 
as well as the University of Great France, aboard ship 
(having nearly a hundred enormous transports and 
clipper-ships on hand) and sets sail for Afriqa. 

Fresh Bolivian reinforcements arrive at Gaxan in 
Quillaca, swelling General Torellas’ forces to an even 
34,000 men. 

May The Aztec Jaguar fleet makes landfall at Kn’yan on 
the Shawnee coast and takes aboard Prince Drakon’s 
army for the campaign in the south. 

A small party of Frenchmen, led by the redoubtable 
Lady Fayette and Captain Hasird, enter the ‘dead zone’ 
of Allentiac on a desperate mission… 

June The Sud Afriqan army at Chamonix, having waited 
around quite long enough for a Tzitzimime attack 
marches north out of Charrua for the presumed safety 
of Cari. 

The Great French fleet (or what was left of it) limps 
into Sevilla and the Duc du Coligny sends his sailors 
ashore (along with many refugees from New Marseilles) 
for some well-deserved R&R. 

A large Aztec fleet arrives at New Hiquito in Caquetio 
and takes aboard the near entirety of the Caquetian 
army, then sets sail for the Canal and the Inca coast. 

Inland, the two Aztec Legions already in the field 
(Black Sky and Singing Flame) surge over the Andes 
and into Characa, hoping to avoid the Tzitzimime 
defenses of Omaguaca. Behind them, other armies are 
also gathering in Quillaca for the second phase of the 
campaign… 

July The Aztec legions invading Characa get a modest 
welcome from the locals, who have agreed to give them 
passage through to the south. The Aztecs, however, are 
more interesting in building camps, setting up their tents 
and rubbing the chill of the Andes from their cold, cold 
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fingers. 
August Captain Delmas, commanding the French 

“Grasshopper” regiment, infiltrates his men into Chana, 
where they hope to interdict the Tzitzimime supply lines 
up to Omaguaca. To their surprise, the region is not yet 
overrun with the dreadful Weed and the (human) 
peasants are still toiling in the fields – though now with 
new masters. 

Delmas and his men advance to the highway, 
whereupon they are witness to the actual landing of a 
cylinder plunging through the atmosphere and crashing 
to earth in a great gout of steam and dust. Taking 
careful notes, the Grasshopper commander watches in 
steadily mounting horror as the massive metal object 
(longer, he guessed than the Cathedral of Saone was 
high) settles to earth, pinging as it cooled, and then one 
end began to unscrew… 

September Delmas’ observation of the loathsome machines 
crawling out of the cylinder – and the troop of hideous 
creatures which arrived soon after to greet the new 
arrivals – was broken off by the approach of six of the 
walking, tripod-like machines from the north. 

He and his men fled the scene, keeping to the trees 
and in culverts, a wary eye on the clanking war-
machines around the highway. Sadly for Delmas, the 
tripods appearance was only a flourish… the beating of 
pantan-drums to flush the khelekit from cover. The 
Grasshoppers ran directly into a hidden line of the 
enemy and were obliterated in a fierce, hand-to-hand 
action. 

The Nisei III Corps (Teyoe commanding) arrives in 
Quillaca to join the massed armies of the Aztec 
Alliance.  

October Amazingly, nothing happens. 
November The Nisei IX Corps (under Shun) arrives in Quillaca, 

having sailed from Yokuts at the beginning of the year. 
This brings Nisei troop strength in the south up to 
47,000 men. 

On the coast, Queen Malinal’s 13,000 Caquetians 
unload from an Aztec fleet at Apamea in Arica. There is 
great confusion in the port, as Prince Drakon’s 15,000 
Shawnee are landing as well, and the sea is blanketed 
with ships, the docks crowded with men, guns, supply 
wagons and all the materiel of war. 

In the east, Steward Humphrey of New Granada rides 
into Zaragoza (his capital), picks up new builds and 
then turns around to make the long, long ride back to 
Cari in the south, accompanied by General Garrido. 

December Ramon Mascate, the Duke of Bolivia, dies in camp at 
Quillaca of pneumonia. 

January 1768 Snows. 
February Two freshly-built steam cruisers arrive at Sevilla, 

having made the long voyage down from the (now 
destroyed) Nörsktek yards at New Orleans. These ships 
(all Sword-class cruisers) were named Altecler and 
Durandana. The Duc du Coligny’s sailors (who have 
been using the Enfant de Tonnerre as a training vessel) 
swarm aboard, working feverishly to get the cruisers in 
operation.2 

March A ring of heavy Mjolnir-class guns are now in service 
around Sevilla, giving the defenses a long reach indeed. 

A cool quiet night on the Bahia Campeche off the 
coast of Popoluca is broken by the creak of rigging and 
the splash of sweeps as a fleet creeps into the harbor of 
Tlacotalpan, lanterns shrouded and brass blacked with 
soot. Above, the tropical night reverberates with the 
hnnnnnnnnnnnn of a machine in flight. 

A hellbat drifts invisibly over the city, and then swings 
into an attentive orbit covering the highway heading 
south into Kekchi and the dirt roads leading up into the 
mountains of the west. 

A flotilla of boats from the White Fleet slide up to the 
docks and wharves and thousands of the Tzitzimime 
and their servants swarm ashore. But the city is oddly 

���������������������������������������� �������������������
2 I’ve changed the steamship ships-per-unit rate from 2 to 1, thus the disappearance 
of the Héritier de Foudre from the roster of French ships. 

quiet, lulled into a deep and dreaming sleep by the 
queer vibration pervading the air. A little more than half 
of the citizens are awake, but their mad faces and 
jerking, syncopated movements do not include wild 
shouts or wailing cries… no, they move quietly, 
creeping through their houses, through the milita 
barracks, with knives or hammers or cudgels in hand. 

The tiny garrison is swiftly dealt with and within the 
week, the entire province has fallen to the enemy. 

April The Aztec Earthquake fleet returns to Guyami from 
the south, having delivered the Caquetio to the southern 
front. Lord Pimotl takes command of the combined fleet 
at Nan Chao. 

The Tzitzimime army finishes unloading at 
Tlacotalpan, where the citizens are now laboring for 
new masters – but joyfully, and with great exertion. Now 
they advance inland with great speed, heading for the 
passes over the inland mountains to Huave. 

But a Tlahulli courier has already fled that way, 
changing horses with reckless speed, racing from post-
house to post-house… 

May Having waited very, very patiently for months and 
months, the two Aztec Legions in Characa finally attack 
south into Omaguaca. And no one is there… the 
enemy have withdrawn their forces. The Aztec 
commanders are puzzled, then suspicious. But a scout 
zeppelin is signaled, passing the word over the Andes 
to the rest of the massed armies of the Alliance, 
summoning them to battle. 

Meanwhile, back in the Méxica heartland, the 
Tzitzimime striking force strides through Huave, 
heading for the Aztec capital at Sion. In the city, 
Emepror Mamexi dithers, then panics and flees with his 
personal household, his sycophants and most of the 
senior ministers in the air-fleet. Prince Tochtli, however, 
grasps the concept that the entire organization of the 
Empire is packed into one place and if the Tzitzinime 
annihilate Sion, then the Empire will break apart. 

“We stand and fight,” he orders the garrison (which is 
quite large), “show these eastern devils the blood of the 
Méxica has not yet run thin!” 

The enemy is game for a siege, and a fierce duel 
erupts between the heat rays of the enemy (their 
numbers now including a variety of sizes of tripodal war-
machines, as well as a hellbat and a scattering of 
ground-troops) and the guns of Sion (and it’s attendant 
citadel of Nacayoh) which spend powder and shell with 
abandon… Tochtli is everywhere, racing from post to 
post, urging the men to fight – showing absolutely no 
concern for his own safety. 

The great tripods reduced the citadel with a burning 
wreck within days, while the Tzitzinime soldiers (huge, 
ugly brutes) breached the wall while the defending guns 
were suppressed by the hellbat’s incandescent gaze. 
The enemy was within the city, but they had paid… 
several of the smaller machines were toppled in the 
fields, brought down by hidden pits and buried 
explosives. Tochtli fell, rallying his troops, and then the 
enemy swept through the city, the great tripods 
wreathed in smoke as their terrible gaze set building 
after building alight. 

Sion burned, and the terrible cry of the invaders 
echoed amongst the shattered temples and corpse-
choked pyramids. Much of the Méxica government died 
with the metropolis, though many had fled with the 
Emperor or just afterwards. 

June The Alliance armies pour over the mountains into 
Omaguaca – Bolivian, Nisei, Caquetian, Shawnee – 
making a vast host of nearly 250,000 troops. Still the 
Tzitzimime do not respond. 

At Sion, the invaders finish wrecking the city, leaving 
not a stone standing on stone, and then retire back into 
Popoluca and their waiting fleet. All flee before them. 

July The Alliance armies swing south along the highway 
into Calchaqui and at last enter into the dead and 
desolate lands afflicted by the monstrous growths of the 
Red Weed. And here too they face resistance at last, for 
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the Tzitzimime have withdrawn into their fortress and 
citadel at Versailles, where russet domes and slender 
towers of inhuman design now rise over the ruins of the 
French city… 

The Alliance army advances in a black tide, swinging 
wide around the city, engineers already running forward 
to dig gun emplacements, zeppelins retiring to the rear 
at all speed – what use sending them to certain doom? 
A stabbing, actinic ray lashes across the vanguard of 
the deploying army, vaporizing hundreds of 
cavalrymen… but more keep coming, thousands upon 
thousands… the siege begins in earnest with a 
thunderous barrage from nearly 1,200 guns. 

The Tzitzimime answer in kind, filling the sky with the 
shriek of black smoke canisters spitting from the war-
machines rising from the ruins like dreadful black 
flowers. Among the batteries, many of the human gun-
crews do not pause in their barrage – nearly all have 
cumbersome, head-enclosing masks and grotesque 
filters. They sweat ferociously, covered head-to-toe in 
canvas battle-suits…  

Hell descends upon the earth and in a maelstrom of 
poison gas, unending artillery barrages and the searing 
blaze of the deadly ray the Alliance army storms against 
the Tzitzimime defences again and again…. But they 
hold. The monstrous creatures and their engines of 
destruction chew up regiment after regiment, division 
after division, and the hellbat ranging the upper air 
wreaks havoc upon the Alliance rear-areas. 

After a month – no more than thirty days of hellish 
unrelenting combat – the Alliance army staggers back, 
shattered, leaving more than a hundred thousand dead 
upon the walls of Versailles and in the surrounding 
countryside. The demoralized survivors stream north, 
mindless with fear, into Omaguaca where only the 
willpower of Queen Malinal of Caquetio (the most noble 
surviving commander) holds the survivors together as 
an army, rather than a mob. 

Among the lost were Prince Drakon and lord 
Tecumseh of Shawnee, the two Aztec commanders and 
a host of lesser lights. 

By the very grace of god, the Tzitzimime do not 
pursue. 

August The Sud Afriqan transport fleet under Mpahlwa the 
Navigator returns to South Amerika, to Sevilla in 
particular, and unloads a fresh Zulu army of 60,000 men 
equipped with the very latest in guns, artillery and 
protective devices. 

The Tzitzimime fleet at Tlacotalpan takes aboard the 
raiding army and sets sail. The remaining citizens of the 
port wake as though from a terrible dream… and then 
are staggered (any many go mad) when they realize the 
enormity of the crimes they have perpetrated upon their 
children, their wives and husbands, their friends… 

September - 
December 

An uneasy silence descends upon the Amerikas… 

�
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Figure 6. The Siege of Versailles 

�

7777��C ���C ���C ���C ����������������� ����
�
Aztec Empire of Mexico Tenochtitlan Teocali 1,954 40% 
The Borang Bakufu Na-Iki Trust Bank 1,227 40% 
Chan Mongol Empire Uncle Wu's 951 40% 
Free Republic of Ethiopia Funj Gold Reserves 743 40% 
Kingdom of the Iroqouis Ney Arkham Trust Bank 90 40% 
The Kingdom of Java Sunny Sunda Savings 849 40% 
Coptic Kingdom of Maasai M'Beya House of Credit 1,047 20% 
Qing Empire of China Luang Golden Venture 854 40% 
Mali Ax Empire Mixtec International Fund 1,578 34% 
Taika'no Te'ikoku Hiro'i First Pacific Bank 649 35% 
Great France Banque du Varres 820 40% 
The Nisei Republic New Yedo Matsuma Bank 939 40% 
The Kingdom of Cataluna Banque du Galway 318 40% 
Empire of Swedish-Russia BUX 33 20% 
Duchy of the Three Isles First Merchant of Valetia 726 40% 
�
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