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January 1765 The Javan captain Nadeau, commanding a scouting 

force in Orantjugurr, moves south into the Red Center, 
searching for the ‘strangers’ and trying to avoid the 
poisonous vegetation… 

Another Javan scouting force, commanded by S’urtsi, 
moves into Orantjugurr, also snooping about… 

Back in Tempyo, the Javan fleet in port weighs 
anchor and sails away north, summoned home in case 
of a meteor impact. 

February The commander of a Javan-allied contingent (the 
Kolosian squadron) is ordered to leave his ships in 
harbor and set out inland, alone (several hundred Javan 
infantrymen supposedly allocated to him were not to be 
found) to seek out the ‘strangers’. The Mayor of Kolos 
refuses and moves his headquarters back aboard ship. 
His truculence is almost immediately echoed by the raj 
of Mikuran and the governor of Sakalava. 

March Nadeau’s scouts enter the Red Center. He finds the 
queer ruddy vegetation does not extend so far east. 

S’urtsi’s scouts troop across Orantjugurr, grim-faced 
to find barely a trace of recognizable vegetation… 

At Tempyo, General St’ert’s main Javan army digs 
entrenches in the hills above the port (which will now 
serve as the entry-point for many other nations…) and 
begins training to fight the ‘strangers’ and their 
‘superweapons’. 

Harvick leaves Broome with a small force of 
engineers for Bilihuna. 

On the far western coast of Austral, the Taika’no 
general Wu Tenuhu receives fresh orders to march his 
army to Okora (in the far north) and crush the Tenguist 
lords holding sway there. He girds his loins, takes off his 
shoes and starts his men marching north. 

April Nadeau’s expedition continues east into Bundooma 
with samples of the queer vegetation. 

S’urtsi and his scouts poke around in Orantjugurr. 
May Nadeau’s men reach the great lake on the southern 

edge of Bundooma at last. 
All contact is lost with S’urtsi’s scouts in Orantjugurr. 
Harvick’s engineers are deep into Bilihuna, searching 

for signs of the ‘strangers’ and their works. 
June Nadeau’s men tramp east across Wongkanguru. 

A Qing squadron arrives at Tempyo and disgorges a 
force of cavalry and zeppelins. 

Harvick’s engineers reach the southern edge of 
Bilihuna and prepare to enter the Great Sandy Desert. 

A small Borang cavalry force (under the Bonze 
Hamor) rides up into Nakako, looking for the Meteor 
Men. 

July Nadeau’s men, reduced to a paltry few dozen, reach 
a Borangi frontier post in eastern Boulia, finding 
civilization at last after flying nearly a thousand miles. 

The Qing expedition marches south into Pilbarra, 
heading for Great Sandy Desert with all speed… 

A Javan aeroship carrying Lord Sh’lmerdn arrives in 
Tempyo, seeking to hookup with General Znardi and 
takes command of a group of engineers. 

The Borangi ethnologist Hasaki leads 400 troopers 
into Mandjinja from the south, seeking to find these 
peculiar plants of which he’s heard so much. 

The Taika’no army under Wu Tenuhu finally reaches 
Tempyo and takes a well-deserved rest. 

August Nadeau’s expedition rests and recouperates in 
Boulia. 

Battered by near-impossible heat, Harvick’s 
engineers toil into the dunelands of the Great Sandy 
Desert. 

Hamor’s Borangi horsemen ride into Yandal, still 
looking for signs of the enemy. 

A Borang aerial squadron of twelve scout zeppelins, 
led by Prince Masataka, arrives over the Red Center, 
warily searching for the Meteor Men. 

September Laden aboard a squadron of Japanese clipper-ships 
and commandeered merchantmen, the Tokugawa 
General Kato arrives at Tempyo with 1,200 samurai to 
reinforce the defenses of the city. 

All contact is lost with Harvick’s engineers. 
Wu Tenuhu’s Taika’no army attacks and conquers 

Okora, scattering the paltry resistance and putting every 
Tenguist they can find to the sword – or fed to the god-
sharks cruising offshore. 

All contact is lost with Bonze Hamor’s horsemen. 
Prince Masataka’s aerial reconnisance force finds no 

sign of anyone (abo, Javan or Meteoroid) in Red 
Center. Wary, he decides to investigate Waigen and his 
zeppelins fly further west. 

The Qing expedition marches across the dunesea of 
the Great Sandy Desert, determined to reach the lost 
city of Pnakotus, to which they have a somewhat 
suspect map. 

The ethnologist Hasaki and his men enter 
Mundiwindi, finding the land turned all strange and 
queer. Hasaki is overjoyed and immediately begins 
cataloging an amazingly diverse array of plants and 
animals – all unfamiliar to human science. 

October All contact is lost with the Qing expedition to 
Pnakotus. 

Though his men plead with Hasaki to flee south 
(having observed odd lights in the sky at night) the 
scientist refuses. His men immediately desert. 

Prince Masataka’s aerial foray into Waigen finds 
nothing of interest, only rocks, sand and spiny trees. 
Uneasy, he turns back. 

November Sh’lmerdn’s Javan engineers creep through Bilihuna, 
seeking to collect samples of the strange vegetation 
and perhaps even animals of an unusual provenance.  

Undaunted, Hasaki ventures east to the Yandalli 
frontier, before turning back, troubled. 

December Rested, Nadeau’s men head north, heading back to 
Tempyo by the road, in easy stages. 

January 1766 Sh’lmerdn’s engineers, emboldened by having 
encountered not one ‘stranger’ in Bilihuna, venture into 
Orantjugurr. 

February A Hosogawan fleet under Admiral Noguchi arrives off 
the coast of Yampi, searching for a safe anchorage. 

Prince Masataka’s aerial squadrons reach Iten to 
refuel and rest and repair wind and storm damage to 
their zeppelins. 

March A small force of 1,200 Hosogawan jungle-fighters 
commanded by General Hirokawa unloads from 
Noguchi’s fleet and stands ready to defend Yampi 
province against any attack. 

All contact is lost with Sh’lmerdn’s engineers in 
Orantjugurr. 

May Nadeau’s battered expedition reaches Tempyo, 
where the prized samples are immediately put on a 
courier boat for Java. 

June Hasaki resurfaces in Iten, weatherbeaten and rather 
grim looking. He immediately closets himself with the 
governor of the city and dictates a privy report for the 
shogun. 

July And everything goes quiet as all sides eye the sky 
warily, waiting for someone to make a move… 
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2 This ignored the demonstrable fact that the True King of Wallachia, Mikhail 
Dobryio, spent his days drinking and whoring in the fleshpots of Warsaw. 
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3 Oh, poor Lorne! He sometimes gets just the worst sets of rolls! 
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January 1765 It snows. 
February Swedish agents make a clumsy attempt to murder 

Farspear in Lisbon with an icepick shooting gun and 
succeed, eventually, after wrecking most of a counting-
house and getting brewed up in a shootout with his 
guards, the city watch and two nuns. 

The Cruzadero co-consul, Longlance, arrives by ship 
from Corunna within days and takes command of the 
Lisbon garrison and the troops formerly commanded by 
Farspear. He orders the incorporation of the captive 
Spanish government into that of the Cruzaderos – and 
ships everyone off to Corunna. 

March Prince Ferdinand, released by the Aragonese, arrives 
in Barcelona without shoes or shirt. He needs a haircut 
too. 

The Catal�nan Bishop Fernandez invades Navarre 
with a large army. 

The Carthaginian admiral Philosir arrives at Gibraltar 
with a sizable fleet and army and unloads his men, 
while standing by to be reinforced by Colonel Harko. 

April Taborite monks with axes try to murder Proconsul 
Longlance while he is at mass in Lisbon, but fail 
miserably. The Cruzadero guardsmen are too quick with 
their tomahawks for some sausage-eating Germans… 

The Cruzadero army in Valencia, learning that the 
Catalunans have attacked Navarre, invades Catalonia. 

Bishop Fernandez is busy subduing towns and 
marching around in the woods in Navarre. 

Even though battle threatens, Pope Benedict XIV 
arrives in Barcelona, holds a mass for the city, crowns 
the Infanta Constanza Iuana “Queen of Spain” and 
bethroths the nine-year-old girl to Prince Ferdinand 
Bourbon. A blistering encyclical is issued against the 
“disloyal” Cruzaderos. 

Bishop-General Nunez of the Holy Church leads an 
army of 15,000 Templars into Gascony and Cimmura, 
where they launch a province-wide Inquisition, 
searching for Golden Dawn adherents. Those found 
(and there were indeed some lurking about) were 
hanged and the bodies burned to ash. 

May An abortive mutiny by the Cruzadero garrison of 
Lisbon is put down by Proconsul Longlance and his 
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Shawnee heavy cavalry. 
The Jesuit “Army of God” lands at Cimmura in 

Gascony. 
A Cruzadero army under the command of Redfang 

arrives in Lisbon, having marched up from Granada and 
on its way to known Golden Dawn sites in northern 
Spain. 

Catal�nan army under Bishop Fernandez conquers 
Navarre. 

Hector’s Cruzaderos observe that Barcelona is 
undefended… so they capture the town and the 
remaining Catalunan government without a shot. The 
Pope has just left, which is good, or he would have 
picked a fight with the Indios himself and that might 
have gotten messy. 

Prince Ferdinand Bourbon (used to this by now) 
escapes Barcelona in a chartered Arfen courier 
zeppelin and flies to Narbonne, where he begs for 
sanctuary from the prince of the city. 

Quite to the surprise of the denizens of the Free City 
of Gibraltar, a large Danish fleet appears offshore of 
the fortress and begins shelling the town and the Rock 
alike. Danish airships swarm in the skies overhead…  

The Carthaginian fleet in harbor is taken by surprise, 
though the rather timid Phiosir immediately orders his 
ships to sea, and sends his 24 airships aloft, trying to 
come to grips with the enemy. The 8 Danish zeppelins, 
however, are already bombing the landing anchors and 
six Carthan airships are burning before anyone can get 
aloft. 

A melee ensues in the air over the Rock, and the 
Danes (with altitude and speed up) knock down two 
more Carthan zeps. But there are so many Carthan 
airships, some manage to break through to fire upon the 
Danish steam-cruisers which have swung into action, 
bombarding the Carthan ships-of-the-line as they hoist 
sail and dog for the open sea. A confused melee 
ensues as the Carthan ships bolt for sailing room, the 
Danish steam cruisers zig-and-zag wildly trying to avoid 
the bombs raining from the Carthan airfleet… the heavy 
guns of the cruisers shred some of the Carthan sailing 
ships, but are forced to break off the attack as the 
enemy zeppelins seize control of the sky. 

The Danish expedition retires behind their cruiser 
screen, leaving five ships-of-the-line burning to the 
water, six captured, and another 11 damaged and 
requiring immediate repairs. On the Carthan side, nine 
ships-of-the-line were sunk, another nine severely 
battered and fourteen zeppelins lost. 

June Colonel Harko arrives at Gibraltar with six zeppelins 
to reinforce Philosir, and to take command of the fleet. 
Everything is in chaos and confusion. It will take months 
to get the Carthan fleet repaired and recrewed – and 
who knows when the Danes will attack again? 

Taborite infiltrators in Lisbon attempt to blow up 
various government buildings, but are seized by the 
rabidly-Catholic populace and torn to bits… though 
papers recovered from the scraps indicate the terrorists 
were working in concert with the Catal�nan rebels. 

The Jesuit “Army of God” marches across Gascony, 
heading for the Pyrenees. Woodrunner is appalled at 
the state of Catal�nan roads, which are little more than 
muddy tracks criss-crossing barely populated 
countryside. 

King Migel and his airships reach St. Georges in 
Morocco, where the Catal�nans have paid for four more 
zeppelins – but they are without crews! Without the 
spare men to run them, Migel is forced to leave four old 
zeps behind to take the new ones. 

Redfang’s Cruzadero’s reach Corunna and are 
reinforced by new levies (and volunteers from Amerika). 
Raids are made in the city, yielding up a Golden Dawn 
cell – the cultists die agonizing deaths by auto-da-fé. 

Fernandez and his Catal�nan army charges back into 
Catalonia to recapture Barcelona from the Cruzaderos. 

In Barcelona, Bishop Hector’s Cruzaderos wreck 
most of the town, looting everything in sight, and 

capture a large number of merchant ships in the harbor. 
A Vastmarki fleet commanded by Lord Nkrumah 

arrives at Barcelona, expecting to find the city in 
Catal�nan hands – but it’s not – so they have nowhere 
to land. The nearest friendly port is Narbonne in 
Languedoc, so the Vastmark squadron sails north. 

July Pamphlets circulate in much of northern Spain, 
claiming that the Cruzadero leadership was (and is) 
under the control of a secretive anti-religious 
organization called the Golden Dawn. 

A Jesuit priest (in disguise) visits with various 
members of the Cruzadero government in Corruna, 
questioning them closely about the events of three 
years previous. He was warmly welcomed and shown 
every hospitality. 

Nkrumah’s Vastmark fleet lands at Narbonne and 
unloads the 5,000-man Expeditionary Force. 

The Jesuit army reaches the Pyrennes. 
Redfang, having learned of the attack on Navarre, 

marches east to meet the Catal�nan attack. 
In Catalonia, Fernandez’ 16,000 Catal�nans (and 

mercenaries) press on Barcelona, and Hector (having 
only 7,000-odd men) is forced to abandon the city in the 
captured merchantmen. 

An Islander warfleet passes through the Gates of 
Hercules, searching for the Cruzadero fleet with 
mischief intended. 

The Templar army in Gascony marches into 
Aquitaine. 

August Hector’s Cruzaderos return to Tortosa by sea. 
Fernandez, having gotten an excellent idea of the 

enemy’s strength (and having saved the Catal�nan 
government) charges south into Valencia to crush 
Hector’s army once and for all. 

The Royal Vastmark Expeditionary force marches 
south towards Catalonia. 

Redfang is still marching across Asturias and 
complaining about the lack of good roads. “Back in 
Amerika,” he grumbles, “there are fine highways 
everywhere…” 

September In Valencia, Duke Stormcrow of Elmerland, having 
made careful investigations, launches a series of raids 
in the province and city, netting a Golden Dawn cell and 
lodge, and capturing many prisoners. 

The Royal Vastmark Expeditionary Force enters 
Catalonia and finds the land once more in Catal�nan 
hands. “Onward to Valencia!” Nkrumah declares. 

In Valencia, Hector is forced to give battle (as the 
Baron of Tortosa is his ally and the city has no walls). 
This is the Battle of the Two Bishops. Though 
outnumbered more than two to one, the Cruzaderos are 
not without options… Baron Vitumb spent the loot of 
Barcelona lavishly, turning the allegiance of the Frisian 
mercenaries in Catal�nan pay and forcing Fernandez to 
meet in disorder – now the wheel of fate turns and 
battle is met! (and indeed, when all the mods were in, 
the battle stood almost perfectly in the balance) until the 
Frisian guns opened up, shredding the Catal�nan ranks 
and the Cruzadero infantry raised a wild whoop and 
scream and their right wing swung in hard… Fernandez’ 
Catal�nans collapsed like a rotten fence. 

Bishop Fernandez escapes the debacle in Valencia, 
his army scattered, and Hector mops up. 

Redfang’s troops begin crossing the mountains into 
Navarre. 

The Islander fleet, commanded by Empress Namia 
herself, appears off Corunna. The Cruzadero fleet is in 
harbor, and protected by batteries of heavy guns. 
Without a friendly port nearby to supply her ships, 
Namia sails around for a week or so, fails to entice the 
Amerikans to come out and fight, then turns for home. 

Nunez subjects the Aquitainians to the Inquisition, 
leaving entire villages burning, and thousands of 
scarecrows lining the roads. By all reports, the entire 
province secretly hewed to the Golden Dawn. 

October An Arfen airfleet under the command of Natar 
Ungalaaq arrives at Cortez in Granada, takes custody 
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of the stranded Arfen sailing-ship squadron there and 
decamps towards Barcelona. 

The Jesuit “Army of God” finally tramps out of the 
mountains, weary and footsore, and into Navarre and 
finds the province in Catal�nan hands. Woodrunner 
also learns of the defeat of Fernandez in Valencia and 
utters a long, long string of hideous curses. 

Not so far away as the crow flies, Redfang and his 
men are marching down out of the mountains into 
Navarre as well. 

King Migel and his squadron of 12 airships attack 
Lisbon! As the Cruzadero army under Longlance has 
already returned to Corunna, there is no one to stop 
Migel from liberating the city – but the government he 
was trying to save had already been evacuated. He 
settles in for the winter, as all of his zeppelins need 
substantial maintenance. 

Hector and his victorious Cruzaderos invade 
Catalonia again. They immediately encounter the 
surprised Royal Vastmark Expeditionary Force and 
battle ensues south of Barcelona at Vendrell. 
Outnumbered and outgunned, Kruhmah’s Afriqans put 
up a staunch fight but are smashed decisively. The 
survivors join the general migration of demoralized and 
defeated Catal�nans streaming northward and pillaging 
the countryside. 

November Hector’s Cruzaderos seize Barcelona (and the 
remains of the Catal�nan government) once more. 
Bishop Fernandez also flees to Narbonne, where he 
finds a seat at the prince’s table beside Prince 
Ferdinand. The bishop becomes nervous, however, 
when he notes that the Narbonese are also entertaining 
a secret delegation from the Duchy of the Isles. 

In the woods of Navarre, in the snow, the Jesuit 
captain Woodsrunner and his “Army of God” clash with 
a fellow-Iroquois, Redfang, and his Cruzaderos. 
Outmaneuvered, outgunned and then out-fought, the 
novice Jesuit force is slaughtered by the Iroquois and 
Shawnee veterans. In the aftermath, Redfang is 
horrified to find he’d slaughtered 6,000 priests, novices 
and lay-brothers. “What madness!” 

Nkrumah’s Vastmarki squadron gathers up survivors 
of the defeat at Vendrell from the Catalonian shore and 
sails south to St. Georges in Morocco, the nearest 
friendly refuge. 

The Islander fleet sails back through the Gates of 
Hercules, having gotten good experience at handling 
the conditions in the rough Atlantic. 

December Ungalaaq’s Arfen mercenaries arrive in Barcelona 
with orders to operate under Catal�nan command. 
Unfortunately, the flags over the city are not Catal�nan, 
so he aborts (spying many, many Frisian rocket 
batteries protecting the city) and flies to Narbonne 
instead. 

January 1766 It snows. 
February It snows some more. 
March Fearing treachery, Bishop Fernandez convinces the 

Arfen commander Ungalaaq to fly him, Prince 
Ferdinand and the remains of the Bourbon royal family 
(princesses Constanza and Samantha) to Cimmura in 
Gascony, the ancient capital of the once-Occitanian 
realm and their last refuge. 

In Barcelona and Catalonia, the Cruzaderos sweep 
the city and countryside, searching for cultists and other 
heretics. They are disappointed to come up empty-
handed. 

Having cleansed Aquitaine, the Templars head south 
into Navarre. 

April King Migel of Catal�na fires up his airship squadron 
and flies north into Galacia to attack Corunna, still trying 
to rescue his clerks and ministers. 

Fernandez, Ferdinand and the princesses arrive in 
Cimmura. The bishop falls to the ground and prays God 
to raise walls for the city overnight, but there are none… 
Ungalaaq leaves in haste, as his naval squadron is still 
back in Norbonne. 

Redfang marches his troops down to Barcelona to 

meet Hector, Stormcrow and the others. They hold 
conclave and decide that while Hector and the 
Valencians watch the east and hunt for heretics, 
Redfang and Stormcrow will return to the west. 

May Unable to abandon his capital, Proconsul Longlance 
gives battle as Migel’s airships swarm over Corunna, 
raining bombs and napathene onto the defenders 
below… despite a blaze of return fire from the 
Cruzadero rocket batteries (and their fleet offshore), the 
Catal�nan airships smashed the defenses, wrecked the 
fleet, and burned most of the town to cinders. 

Unfortunately for Migel, he lost most of his airships 
and – left without any ground troops to capture the 
burning city – had to withdraw, ammunition exhausted. 

June Redfang and Stormcrow reach the Aragonese border. 
Migel and his four surviving airships (all the newly-

built Norsktrad ones) return to Lisbon. The King is now 
very sick and unable to stand. His Arfen guardsmen 
carry him about on a chair. 

Back in Corunna, Longlance is wounded as well, and 
the surviving citizens pick through the ruins, searching 
for their loved ones… 

The Templars arrive in Navarre and begin the latest 
round of the Inquisition there. 

The Arfen air-squadron returns to Narbonne, 
observes that the political situation has changed, and 
Ungalaaq and his entire force refuel, rewater and… 

July Redfang and Stormcrow invade New Castille, which 
is undefended. They approach Madrid and find (a 
miracle!) the city is both defended and walled. The 
Norskvarden general Xho, tasked to defend the city, 
sends out an emissary. The Cruzaderos’, having no 
quarrel with the Norsktrad, agree to let the mercenaries 
‘protect’ Madrid, while Stormcrow and his Faerosians 
will patrol the province and suppress banditry. 

King Migel’s health continues to fail and his crews 
move into the citadel of Lisbon and repair the defenses. 

Ungalaaq and his Arfen force leave Norbonne behind 
and fly/sail for Tarsus, their nearest secure base. 

August Redfang marches across Talavera. 
Masked men break into a house in Madrid where a 

young woman named Naomi Sanchez is living – but the 
girl (reputedly a bastard daughter of Emperor Largo) 
has already fled. The house is burned down. 

September Redfang is still marching across Talavera, having 
arranged passage with the local barons. 

Another group of goons show up in Madrid, searching 
for Naomi Sanchez – later there is a shootout in the 
town of Toledo, across the river, involving these 
Sicilians. 

Nunez and his Templars finish terrorizing Navarre. 
October Redfang reaches Estremadura. 
November Redfang reaches Portugal, where he finds the 

province still garrisoned by Cruzadero troops, but 
Lisbon in the hands of the Catal�nan air squadron. 

King Migel dies, making Ferdinand King of Catal�na 
and Spain. 

December Snowing again. 
�
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January 1765 It is damned hot. 
February The Swedish general Menshikov (accompanied by 

Tormassov as his second) arrives in Egypt with 1,400 
infantry fresh from the Asir campaign. 

March Menshikov leaves his clipper-ships in port and heads 
south to secure Al-Hasan in Thebes as the advance 
elements of the Swedish Afriqa Corps. 

The Carthginian captain Gisco marches his army to 
Alexandria, so that most of the veterans can join the 
Emir’s expedition to India. 

April Menshikov’s advance party sails up the Nile past 
Faiyum. 

Gisco marches back to Faiyum, where he resumes 
negotiations with the lords of Meroë. 

The notable Carthaginian Major LeBlanc arrives in 
Alexandria and takes command of an aerial expedition 
slated to investigate the southern deserts. 

May The Swedish Afriqa Corps arrives at the mouth of the 
Nile and the pilots determine the troop transports 
(suitable for the rough, icy seas of the north) draw too 
great a draft to pass up the Nile. Suvorov’s army 
disembarks (and is reinforced by Yellowhawk’s airships 
and ground-troops arriving from Stevastopol) and 
marches up-river at a blistering pace. A flotilla of SRN 
frigates of sufficiently shallow draft pace the Corps on 
the river. 

Yellowhawk, now in command of the combined fleet, 
remains at Alexandria. 

Menshikov and his scouting party are in Al-Hasan, 
where they find the city seemingly abandoned, and filled 
with signs of mob rioting, inter-clan warfare and general 
destruction. 

LeBlanc and his zeppelins fly up the Nile, passing 
over Al-Hasan. 

June 8,000 Al-Haggar fedyakin lancers under Sheykh 
Stilgar cross the Nile into Thebes, moving swiftly and 
mostly by night towards the south-east… 

The Swedish Afriqa Corps marches south through 
Faiyum. 

LeBlanc and his airships fly up the Upper Nile. 
Panic breaks out in Thebes as a large force of 

something swarms out of the western desert in a 
moving wall of sand and dust – there are flying 
machines in the air, huge black manta rays, and 
metallic ‘milking-stools’ clanking across the desert. The 
human population flees in terror, mostly north into 
Faiyum. The invaders head directly for Al-Hasan. 

July The Swedish Afriqa Corps arrives at Al-Hasan in 
Thebes and finds Menshikov’s advance party embattled 
in the town – where the missing inhabitants have 
suddenly surged out of the sewers, seemingly insane, 
and attacked the Swedish troops in the governor’s 
palace. Suvorov races his river-boats up to the town to 
evacuate Menshikov’s men – at the same time, he 
deploys his cavalry screen to watch for the enemy… 

Who is upon him! Black manta-like shapes rise over a 
distant ridge, red eyes winking… the Swedish guns 
immediately respond, firing as fast as their crews can 
clear the breeches and hurl in new rounds. Light field 
pieces rush forward, scattering into the wadi and basins 
dotting the desert plain. Fresh battle has erupted in the 
town as well, where huge loping figures have burst 

through Menshikov’s perimeter, laying about them with 
swords and massive pistols… Suvorov’s Suzdalers leap 
from the river-boats and a fierce, otherworldly melee 
erupts in the tiny, cramped streets between the bearded 
Russians and the hulking, blackish-green figures of the 
enemy towering eight and nine feet tall… 

But the outcome is not in doubt. Against the insidious 
blast of the heat ray, the Swedish guns are able to 
loose one, two volleys and then are annihilated. In the 
city, the invaders size and ferocity overwhelm the 
doughty Russians, leaving the streets heaped with 
human dead. The Nile is filled with burning boats. 

Yet, despite the destruction of his army – 
accomplished so quickly! – Suvorov retires from the 
field of battle quietly and stealthily with a few officers. 
His airship flotilla is miles away, hidden among the palm 
plantations along the Nile. Menshikov’s sacrifice has not 
been entirely in vain, though Al-Hasan is lost to the 
enemy. 

LeBlanc and his airships, at extreme altitude, enter 
Dongola. Each ship has been equipped with specially-
mounted Norsktrad telescopes. They find nothing of 
note – even the shepherds staring up at their passing 
shadows are human. 

August Stilgar’s Al-Haggar troops ride across Dongola, 
aiming for the deep desert on a religious mission. 

The Swedish officer Tormassov hikes into Bir Târfawi 
to investigate reports of a ‘meteor shower’ in the high 
desert. He does not return. 

Suvorov waits patiently in southern Faiyum, his 
airships parked hundreds of mile away at Meroe, sitting 
in a tiny cave with a pair of dispatch riders at his side. 

Le Blanc’s airships press on into the empty wasteland 
west of Dongola. 

September A Swedish officer, his body caked with dust and 
blood, walks north out of Thebes and finds Suvorov still 
sitting in his cave. 

“I waited beneath the bodies of the dead,” Captain 
Shelikov reports, “while the enemy moved through the 
town. Many of the citizens welcomed them – though 
these creatures are entirely inhuman – and soon left, 
marching away to the west in long, orderly lines. 
Several of the flying machines loitered above the town, 
so I remained quiescent. In time, with the town 
abandoned, I observed a great crew of the enemy 
remove something like a blackened cylinder – as wide 
as a man, and perhaps a dozen paces long – from an 
excavation and carry it away.” Shelikov pauses, gray 
eyes going dark in memory. “Then a great machine 
entered the town and with long metallic tentacles, 
gathered up the death – ours and theirs alike – and 
placed the corpses in an interior cavity. At this time, I 
fled into the sewers and away to the river.” 

Le Blanc and his airships flee east with all speed, 
back into Dongola and across the Nile. 

Now Stilgar’s riders enter the desert west of Dongola 
and, after many days ride, find a ruined Pharonic temple 
cut from an outcropping of ancient sandstone. Here 
they dismount and arrange themselves for prayer. 

October Suvorov determines that the enemy still inhabits the 
region around Al-Hasan by sending a scout zeppelin to 
the edge of vision (some forty miles from the city) with a 
volunteer crew. The destruction of the zeppelin is all the 
confirmation he needs. He continues to wait, Captain 
Shelikov at his side. 

A Bedu brings a letter to the commander of an 
Ethiopian border fort in Kordofan; it is addressed to 
Ameur bin-Skikda, sheikh of the Al-Haggar. The missive 
is from Stilgar. The Ethiopian begins to read the letter, 
then cries out in horror and casts the damnable thing 
into the grate. Flames consume the ancient parchment. 
Three days later, unable to sleep and afflicted by horrific 
visions, he hangs himself. 

November Still hot. 
December Not quite so hot. 
January 1766 Almost pleasant. 
February Ah, rainy season. 
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March Hot again. 
April A Bedu comes to Suvorov, who is still sitting in his 

cave, with news that the enemy has abandoned Al-
Hasan and moved off west. The funny-looking little 
Russian nods, gets up, dispatches Shelikov to Meroe 
with a bag of letters, and rides off with the Bedu boy to 
see for himself. 

May Indeed, the enemy had abandoned Al-Hasan – now 
stripped and empty, and the countryside denuded of 
livestock, peasants, everything… 

“Locusts,” the Russian growled, rubbing his balding 
head. “Nothing more than locusts.” 

June Suvorov returns to Meroe. 
July LeBlanc’s airships sneak into Faiyum under cover of 

scattered rainstorms. The Carthaginian is not surprised 
to find the SAK airfleet grounded at Meroe, though he is 
disgusted that they’ve taken over all of the good hotels, 
bars and married the pretty local women. 

August - 
December 

As you might expect, it was hot. 
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4 By dint of actually building some troops, the Nisei had an army again. 
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5 There was a bit of counter-missionary work by the Catholics, but too weak and too 
late to make a difference. 
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January 1765 The French army and the Honorable Afriqa Company 

begin constructing a ring of fortifications ten or twelve 
miles out from the city of Chamonix in Charrua, replete 
with networks of trenches, hidden bunkers and all 
manner of surprises for the Invaders, should they come 
a calling. 

Leaving a strong garrison in Novo Lyon, the Marshal 
Vendome and the Duc du Coligny abandon their Afriqan 
adventure, load the might of Great France aboard the 
fleet and set sail for home. 

February Prince Tcholon of Great France is sent away for ‘safe 
keeping’. 

The Invaders attack Chana, striding across the 
frontier from Omaguaca in a black cloud, the sky filled 
with the queer whine of their flying machines, the hills 
echoing with their hooting cries and spine-chilling calls. 
The human inhabitants of the helpless province flee in 
terror, though many are rounded up and vanish into the 
maw of huge walking machines… 

March Roniah in Chana is destroyed by a vast fire, while the 
hapless inhabitants choke on drifting clouds of black 
smoke. 

Determined to commit every available resource to the 
coming struggle against the Invaders, the Honorable 
Afriqa Company hires 34,000 Amerikan mercenaries at 
Chamonix and immediately launches into a daring re-
training program. The condotierri captains Kei, Wolf and 
Sackville are also hired to rush the project through to 
completion. A Companyman noted for his military skills, 
Seppeveld, was already in South Amerika, and he 
assumed overall command of the massing Afriqan, 
French and mercenary armies at Chamonix. Though he 
was supposed to advance with his retrained army to 
Minuane, the necessity of training the men required him 
to stay in the port. 

April The Invaders press on into Huarpe, following the 
highway, and leaving utter devastation in their wake. 
Again, huge crowds of refugees flee before them, 
mindless with terror. The harvesting machines find 
plentiful cattle to scoop up. The heliograph station at 
Perigeux continues to transmit until the last moment… 
and then vanishes in a flare of sun-hot flame. 

Axacayatl the Wolf, leading a reconnaissance force of 
Afriqan scouts, observes more than twenty of the 
tripodal machines on the attack, while a half-seen black 
shape haunts the upper air. He and his men, using the 
panicking crowds as cover, fall back to Minuane. 

The Norsk-built steam cruisers Enfant de Tonnerre 
and Héritier de Foudre arrive in Chamonix, escorted by 
sixteen French men-of-war. Crews immediately swarm 
aboard the cruisers. 

The Comte de Pelletier and Lady Fayette, escorted 
by a small band of veteran plainsmen, venture once 
more into Allentiac, to spy upon the doings of the 
Invaders therein. 

May Perigeux in Huarpe is destroyed. 
Colonel L’Heritier’s engineers and artillery continue to 

frantically dig in across the likely enemy avenues of 
advance in Minuane, having established a deep band of 
entrenchments. A vast mob of refugees now laps 
against the forward edge of the fortifications. L’Heritier 
refuses to let them through. 

In Varres, Emperor Francois and Seppeveld have a 
bitter, fractious meeting. The Afriqans are not ready to 
fight yet, and the French have only the most minimal 
forces in Minuane to resist the Invaders. 

Disgusted beyond price, the Emperor orders the 
evacuation of Varres, sending the women and children 
south to Charrua while he and every man capable of 
carrying a keg of gunpowder strapped to his back will 
try to stop the irresistible advance of the enemy. 

Seppeveld and his sub-commanders return to 
Chamonix. 

June The dashing Comte de Tulliers rides into Varres from 
the north with a troop of hussars, speaks privately with 
Emperor Francois and then disappears with his men 
into the countryside. 

Captain Hasird arrives in Montpelier to take command 
of the defense of the southern provinces. 

Pelletier falls sick, deep in Allentiac, after being 
scratched by a needleflower and soon dies. Fayette and 
the surgeon with her expedition have no way of 
stopping the venom from reaching his heart. 

The Invaders advance into Minuane and are 
immediately embroiled in a desperate fight. Human 
sappers lunge from hidden pits and tunnels, trying to 
bring down the mighty tripods with blasting charges. 
French artillery fires constantly, raining shells down 
upon the machines from above, while the advance of 
the monstrous infantry of the Invader is contested at 
every step by half-crazed Frenchmen… 

A storm of searing heat-lightning answers them, and 
a dreadful rain of smoke canisters and the annihilating 
blasts of the manta-like flying machines raking the 
hidden artillery emplacements… but Francois refuses to 
yield up his capital without a ferocious defense!6 

Yet his men cannot stand… the trenchlines are 
overrun, the defenders incinerated, the guns shattered 
by heat and their own exploding ammunition. Of the four 
generals in the field, only the Emperor himself escapes 
(most likely due to his use of a modified diving suit to 
escape the taint of the black smoke), falling back into 
newly fortified Charrua. 

July Colonel Desaix of Great France mounts a secret 
foray into Omaguaca to retrieve “black powder residue”. 
His patrol almost immediately clashes with unidentified 
enemies who slaughter most of his men with rifle fire 
“inflicted from an impossible range”. Desaix is wounded, 
but still manages to get back over the spine of the 
Andes and to medical attention in Gaxan. 

The Invaders turn their attention upon Varres, where 
Francois now commands a last ditch defense. His voice 
echoing through the glass faceplate of his enveloping 
armor, the Emperor exhorts his men to “bring the 
monstrous mechanicals crashing to earth… with our last 
breath, we fight for humanity, for liberty, for freedom!” 

But here, with their enemy penned within a ring of 
stone and brick, the Invaders show their full power. The 
entire city is simply destroyed, subjected to infernal 
heat, brick shattering, stone melting, the hapless 
defenders (and those citizens who had not yet fled…) 
engulfed in a massive holocaust… 

So died Francois d’Saone, Emperor of France and six 
thousand brave soldiers. 

August The Afriqan-hired mercenary companies finish the re-
training program. For some unfathomable reason, the 
Invaders crouched in the wreckage of Minuane halt their 
advance. Only carrion birds and the glistening black 
metallic shapes of the inhuman demons seem to inhabit 
the province. 

������������������������������ �����������������������������
6 Without the Afriqans and their massed guns, the French were in a deep, deep pit. 
Battle modifiers were still tilted in favor of the Invaders, as they had control of the air 
and more mobile troops than Francois’ siege lines. 
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In Chamonix, Seppeveld and his ‘new’ army dig in, 
trying to keep from just panicking and fleeing en masse. 
But soon, very soon, reinforcements will arrive… 

September No one moves. Even refugees have stopped filtering 
in out of the wasteland of Minuane. 

October Lady Fayette appears at New Marseilles, seeking the 
remains of the French government with news from her 
expedition into Allentiac. To her horror, while riding into 
the town she spots a wheatfield scattered with peculiar 
crimson stalks. 

“Horntree saplings,” she shudders, seeing the first 
signs of the Weed. The field is burned to ash as quickly 
as possible, but other reports filter in from the 
countryside. Upon investigation, Fayette becomes 
convinced that a small party of the Invaders slipped 
through the province, scattering their horrific gift… 

November A very substantial fleet of South Afriqan ships 
(including an impressive eighty clipper-ships) arrive in 
Chamonix. They then unloaded thirty thousand troops 
who set up camp outside the city to defend the 
Honorable Afriqa Company installations there. 
Seppeveld now has 35,000 men at his command. 

In conference with the Republican generals, 
Seppeveld decides to stick with the original plan. A 
defense in depth, and an attempt to lure the attacking 
force into a prepared trap… 

But the Invaders still to do move. 
December Vendome and Du Coligny arrive at Chamonix with the 

Afriqan Expedition in tow. Now the French and their 
allies command nearly 50,000 men, and have a huge 
fleet at their beck and call, plus the fine new guns of the 
two steam cruisers, should the enemy come within 
range. 

But the Invaders do not budge from Minuane. 
January 1766 Summer drags on. 
February It’s hot. 
March Still hot. 
April Starting to cool off a bit. 
May Ah, fall! 
June Winter comes, with snow and harsh southern winds 

and heavy rains. 
The French commanders have had enough. They 

demand that Seppeveld and the Afriqans accompany 
them in a massive attack into Minuane. 

“Perhaps they have abandoned the province,” 
ventures the Duc du Coligny in a ghastly voice. “Taken 
their… captives… back to the mountains to (urk) 
consume their prey...” 

Scouts are dispatched into Minuane. Those few who 
return bring news that the enemy is still there, amusing 
itself by digging in the ruins of Varres and building “a 
coliseum of some kind, my lord, and no sir, I ain’t a 
drinking man.” 

Seppeveld refuses to attack. Without his support, 
Vendome simply hasn’t the strength to assail the 
Invaders. Disgusted, the French sit grumbling in their 
crude tents and huts, watching the rain. 

July Still the Invaders refuse to take the bait. 
August The weather starts to dry out a bit. 
September Seppeveld and Vendome tour the trenchworks and 

lines of gun positions for perhaps the ten thousandth 
time. The men are bored, morale is dropping by the day 
and still the enemy refuses to move. 

October Captain Washington of the East India Company 
arrives unexpectedly in Chamonix with two battered 
clipper ships and two large transports. His ships are 
towed into port, and the pilots learn the Albanians have 
made a trip ‘round the Horn in the worst possible 
weather. 

On the frontier, the entire first line of watchers and 
scouts and hidden observation posts are overwhelmed 
as the Invaders surge across into Charrua. 

Seppeveld and Vendome rush to prepare their trap, 
long held ready, and fifty thousand men are in motion! 
But even as the artillery batteries and regiments of 
infantry form up in their camps, a queer tremor fills the 
air. A sound beyond hearing, piercing the hearts of 

every man in the entire host. 
Ahorse, Vendome and Seppeveld turned as one – as 

through their eyes had been opened – and spurred 
towards the port. The army, already in motion, paused 
in confusion. Men began to fight in the ranks, some 
seemingly mad, others trying wildly to run towards the 
sea, other unaffected… the entire city was likewise 
affected, as though an invisible madness swept across 
chapel and inn and house alike, leading mothers to 
strangle their infants, fathers to shriek and flail, crashing 
through windows, maids and priests alike to caper wildly 
in the avenues, tearing their clothes… 

The Duc du Coligny, however, was unaffected by the 
madness. Further, one of his lookouts on the Héritier de 
Foudre had spied the Albanians unloading a large 
cylinder of peculiar green metal from one of their ships. 
Seeing disaster looming, he immediately ordered the 
steam cruisers to fire upon the Albanian clipper ships. 

Cannon roared, reducing the two white-winged ships 
to burning wrecks, but the Albanians and their deadly 
cargo had already vanished into the streets of the city. 

Where riot now held full sway. 
The mercenary captains scattered, deserting, leaving 

only Axacayatl the Wolf to rally the troops outside of the 
city. Grasping the nettle swiftly, old Wolf had the 
madmen among his ranks shot or stabbed, and those 
that stumbled towards the city purchased a bullet for 
their treachery. 

By the river, Coligny was also rallying the French, and 
found a welcome ally in the Republican commander 
Mbeki, who held his troops in tight order. The Duke, 
holding a hurried conference with the Zulu general, was 
struck by the sudden and apparent lack of pale faces 
among the Afriqan ranks. 

“They went mad, most of them,” Mbeki answered with 
a sharp white grin. “So we put them down like dogs.” 

The wind turned to the west, and the nightmare cry of 
ulla ulla ulla now penetrated air rent by the roar of 
burning buildings, the screams of the mad and the rattle 
of guns and muskets on the Varres road as Axacayatl’s 
regiments dispersed to give battle. 

“I am not mad,” Coligny replied, hand to a face 
bronzed by Incan ancestry, “but many of our officers 
and men are. Take your fleet to sea – as soon as the 
tripods can range on the port, you’re lost. I will take the 
Black Caracaras up the road and succor whoever is still 
fighting there.” 

Mpahlwa grimaced, but the snap and hiss of the 
enemy ray was already stuttering in the air. “There are 
five impis of Zulu riflemen here – they will go with you.” 

Coligny nodded, saluted the Afriqans and rode away 
in haste. At his back, there was a vast, booming shout 
as the impis hoisted rifles to shoulder and ran after him 
in a dark stream, glittering with the metal of their 
bayonets. 

Mbeki and the fleet put to sea in haste, the two steam 
cruisers lagging behind, guns hammering away at the 
hills behind the town, trying to raise as much smoke and 
ash as possible to screen the flight of the fragile sailing 
ships. 

A huge brawl ensued as the Invaders crashed 
through the mercenaries and into the advancing French 
and Afriqans. Losses were hellish on both sides, but the 
superior firepower of the dreadful machines laid waste 
to the humans, slaughtering them in droves… too, the 
maddened citizens were slaughtered in the crossfire 
and the Afriqans, in particular, found themselves hard-
pressed by human soldiers now assailing them. 

Despite a spirited defense by Coligny and Mphalwa, 
their army broke after three days of non-stop combat, 
and shattered, driven into rout and hunted relentlessly 
by the enemy. The two generals managed to flee in a 
small boat, their last sight that of a tripod picking its way 
through the ruins of a railroad yard, metallic tentacles 
picking through the rubble for survivors… 

November The two generals manage to reach New Marseilles, 
across the Rio de la Plata, where the Afriqan and 
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French fleets have retired. Gloom afflicts them all, 
though Lady Fayette has surprising news. 

“It makes no difference,” Coligny moaned, watching 
with a sickened heart as the erudite woman bent over a 
dissection microscope, her attention focused on the 
pistils of a black-and-crimson flower. “We’ve seen them 
harvesting the bodies… that’s all we are to them, cattle! 
It doesn’t matter what hue their skin is…” 

“Hmmm…” Fayette looked up, a grim light in her 
eyes. “Isn’t it interesting they can consume human 
flesh? I think it is… very interesting…” 

December The ruins continued to burn, and even the crows were 
too fat to continue their repast among the dead. 

Machines moved in the wreckage, tilting aside 
shattered walls to dig out the morsels within. The 
darkened sky was rent, from time to time, by the lonely, 
terrible cries of the Invaders. 

Ulla… ulla… ulla… 
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(end of Turn 218) 


